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other States because it didn’t spend
CHIP funds.

Mr. Speaker, I'm grateful to the
Members who voted to help children, 11
million in this country who are unin-
sured. I thank each of you. And our
sympathies are with the people of Min-
nesota.

———

CHAMP ACT AND DEMOCRATIC EF-
FORTS TO ENSURE MORE CHIL-
DREN HAVE ACCESS TO HEALTH
INSURANCE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday the House approved the
CHAMP Act, a comprehensive health
care bill that sustains and strengthens
both the Children’s Health Insurance
Program and Medicare. In one bill, we
are insuring quality health care cov-
erage for America’s seniors and chil-
dren.

Under the CHAMP Act, the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office
estimates that 5 million children will
gain health care coverage through the
SCHIP program. Any time when the
number of uninsured children is in-
creasing, Congress should do every-
thing in its power to provide health
care services to more children.

The CHAMP Act strengthens the
CHIP program so that we finally reach
nearly every child who is eligible for
health insurance. The CHAMP Act will
also take care of seniors by protecting
Medicare beneficiaries’ access to their
physicians, providing new preventive
benefits, expanding programs, and as-
sisting low-income seniors with out-of-
pocket costs, and protecting rural com-
munities’ access to health care.

Mr. Speaker, by supporting the
CHAMP Act, this House showed its
commitment to assist this Nation’s
two most vulnerable groups, our chil-
dren and our seniors.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3159, ENSURING MILI-
TARY READINESS THROUGH
STABILITY AND PREDICTABILITY
DEPLOYMENT POLICY ACT OF
2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 601 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 601

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3159) to mandate
minimum periods of rest and recuperation
for units and members of the regular and re-
serve components of the Armed Forces be-
tween deployments for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom or Operation Enduring Freedom. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived except those arising under
clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The amendment in
the nature of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on Armed Services now print-
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ed in the bill shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions of
the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Armed Services;
and (2) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 3159
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I am pleased
to yield the customary 30 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. 1 yield myself
such time as I may consume.

First, Mr. Speaker, this morning I
want to continue to express our great
sorrow to the people of Minnesota on
their tragic loss. In a way, they’re al-
most victims of war. A Nation in per-
petual war does not have the money to
meet its infrastructure needs. And as
we heard this morning, there are
bridges that are in serious condition all
over the United States. So I express my
great sorrow for the families who are
suffering and for all the people who
have been lost.

Mr. DREIER. Will the gentlewoman
yield?

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. DREIER. I thank my distin-
guished Chair for yielding. I would like
to join her in extending the thoughts
and prayers of every Member of this in-
stitution to those, I know at this mo-
ment there are families who are wait-
ing, living with this moment with the
uncertainty as to whether or not their
loved ones have survived the tragedy in
the Twin Cities.
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Last night, when our colleague, Mrs.
BACHMANN, stood here to report this, it
came as a huge shock. I agree com-
pletely with my colleague about the
need to ensure that the bridges in our
country are safe and secure as we deal
with these challenges.

I thank my friend for yielding.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Thank you, Mr.
DREIER.

H9549

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 601 provides for
consideration of H.R. 3159, the Ensur-
ing Military Readiness Through Sta-
bility and Predictability Deployment
Policy Act of 2007, under a closed rule.
The rule provides 1 hour of debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking member of the
Committee on Armed Services. The
rule waives all points of order against
consideration of the bill, except those
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
The rule considers as adopted the
Armed Services Committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute. The
rule provides for one motion to recom-
mit, with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, the war in Iraq has
taken us into uncharted territory as a
Nation and as a society. During the
Vietnam war, 4 percent of the general
population served in the military. Dur-
ing World War II, fully 12 percent of
our people served. Forms of personal
sacrifice and national service were to
be found everywhere, planted in vic-
tory gardens or held in war bonds. Even
during the Civil War, a conflict from a
different age, more than one in ten
Americans fought.

Never in our history has America
fought a war of this magnitude, or one
that is this difficult, with an entirely
voluntary military force composed of
only 1 percent of the general popu-
lation. And while so much of what is
going on in Iraq hearkens back to past
conflicts, what is occurring within our
society does not.

It is true that the historically high
percentage of National Guard troops
fighting abroad has spread the reach of
this war farther than some anticipated.
But for nearly all Americans the imme-
diacy of the war has been dulled by dis-
tance. We have never been asked to
sacrifice as people. We have, instead,
been told to go about our lives as usual
and ask merely to support the troops
in a vague sense.

Within this mass of normality lies
the lives of those Americans who have
actually fought in Iraq, the mothers,
husbands, sons, daughters and siblings
who have been sent there and who have
seen things that few of us can relate to
or even imagine. They have been asked
to fight in a conflict whose architects
have largely receded from the public
view, but not before the failures of
these officials made themselves felt
every time a soldier was forced to enter
a battle without proper body armor or
without a vehicle that would keep him
or her safe. In a very real sense, the
families of these soldiers have been
asked to endure the same reality and
forced to live every moment of their
deployment with the fear that their
loved one will be injured, or worse.

Despite it all, despite everything
that the members of our military and
their families have been asked to bear
for year after year, the talk of what is
to be done in Iraq is often clinical: We
should increase troop numbers; we
should lower them; we should place
more troops here, send more troops
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